
                                                                Rivers Knowledge Organiser 

 

Word Meaning 
Source The beginning of a river, often in hills or mountains. 
Mouth Where a river flows into the sea or a lake. 
Tributary A smaller river that joins a larger one. 
Confluence The point where two rivers meet. 
Channel The path a river follows. 
Riverbank The sides of the river. 
Riverbed The bottom of the river channel. 
Erosion When water wears away rocks and soil. 
Deposition When a river drops the material it has been carrying. 
Meander A bend or curve in a river. 
Floodplain Flat land next to a river that often floods. 

Delta Land formed at the mouth of a river from deposited 
material. 

Estuary The wide lower part of a river where it meets the 
sea. 

Water 
Cycle 

The journey water takes as it moves around the 
Earth. 

 

 

By the end of the unit, you should be able to: 
 
Sense of place 

• Name and locate main rivers of the 
UK.   

Physical Geography  
• Begin to understand the different 

parts of a river.   
• Explain how a river changes from 

source to mouth.  
• Understand the water cycle and how 

rivers fit into it. 
Human Geography  

• Understand how rivers affect people 
and the environment. 

Geographical Skills 
• Use fieldwork, maps with more 

complex keys and graphic 
representations and atlases to explore 
a local river.  

• Use maps and digital/computer 
mapping to describe the features 
studied. 

Vocabulary you will learn: 

What you will already know: 

- You will already know countries in the 
UK 

- You will know how to use a map and 
atlas to identify key physical features 

- You will already know and understand 
the water cycle 


